The George Sand-

to the seashore first if I am not mistaken. You must need to
shake up your gloom. That does not dispel it, but it does force
it to live with us and not be too oppressive. I have thought a
great deal about you lately, I would have hastened to see you
if I had not thought I should find you surrounded by older
and better friends than I am. I wrote you at the same time
that you wrote me, our letters crossed.

Come to see us, my dear old friend, I shall not go to Paris
this month, I do not want to miss you. My children will be
happy to spoil you and to try to distract you. We all love
you, and I love you passionately, as you know.

CXXIV.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

Nohant, 14 August, 1869

Your change of plans distresses us, dear friend, but we do
not dare to complain in the face of your anxieties and sorrows.
We ought to wish you to do what would distract you the most,
and take the least out of you. I am in hopes of finding you
in Paris, as you are staying there some time and I always have
business there. But it is so hard to see friends in Paris and
one is so overwhelmed by so many tedious duties! Well, it is
a real sorrow to me not to have to expect you any more at our
house, where each one of us would have tried to love you better
than the others and where you would have been at home; sad
when you wanted to be, busy if you liked. I resign myself on
condition that you will be better off somewhere else and that
you will make it good to us when you can.

Have you at least arranged your affairs with Levy? Is he
paying you for two volumes? I would like you to have some-
thing on which to live independently and as master of your
time.
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